
 

 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

Calendar of Events 

.com 
PrimatesPeru 

Our Journey has Almost Begun 

 

Calendar of Events 1 

CICRA fun facts     2  

Contributions  3 
Meet the Team            4/5 
Going Green   6 

 
 

        

  

 
Meet the team: 

Erin Kane 
Washington University in Saint 

Louis 
Karina Klonoski 
Bowdoin College 

Emma Katharine Wallace 
Cambridge University, Homerton 

College 
Katharine Fountain 

Humboldt State University 
Inés Esperanza Nole Bazán 

Universidad de Agraria, La Molina 
Rhea K. Mac 

California State University 
Northridge 

Gideon Andrew Erkenswick and 
Mrinalini Watsa 

 
 
 

Our backyards are connected… 
and there’s space for us all. 

Welcome to the first newsletter of PrimatesPeru, the only 
publication you will be receiving from the United States. In 
October, we’ll be in Perú, writing from the Los Amigos 
Biological Field Station. In a month our first field assistant, 
Rhea, will join us. In January 4 more will make their way to the 
Amazon jungle to be a part of this team. We’re only able to do 
this because of your support and we hope you can accompany 
us on this incredible adventure. Keep reading and stay tuned for 
our next update! 

September 
3 

Research permit 
submitted to 
MINAG for the 
second time 

October 
12 

Mini & Gideon 
leave for Lima 

October 
?? 

Mini & Gid reach 
CICRA and the 
project begins! 
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Did you know that… 

Living in the rainforest has its 
ups and downs … 

…domesticated animals are 
forbidden at CICRA? 

The rules do change when you live with wildlife and 
not just in spite of it. As much as we would love to 
raise our own chickens, they carry diseases that can 
decimate wild populations and are a big no-no at 
CICRA. 

…a woman gave birth on one of the 
CICRA boats last year? 

In July last year, as the station boat made its way from 
CICRA to Puerto Maldonado it was hailed by a couple 
from the riverbank. They were given a ride into town 
but the baby just couldn’t wait to be born. Some very 
amazed researchers were present to donate medical 
supplies to the veterinarian who helped deliver the 
child on the boat! 

…the youngest members at CICRA 
were only 6 months old? 
Peppy and Olivia Leite-Pitman were both raised by 
their parents Nigel Pitman and Renata Leite-Pitman 
from months after birth until Peppy turned 5 and Oli 
was 3.  Nigel held the position of director at CICRA 
and together with his veterinarian wife Renata, they 
have given their two daughters a truly thrilling and 
unique childhood. 

... football games at 5pm are an 
every day occurrence when enough 
people stay at the field station? 
Only, one must spend a few moments encouraging 
unwanted reptiles to leave the grounds before the 
games can commence. Another popular evening sport 
is volleyball. 
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Your support means the world to us 

In August this year we made a pledge to raise $5000 to 
contribute to the Los Amigos Biological Field Station.  
Today we are proud to let you know that we have 
reached 80% of that goal!  

We couldn’t have done this without your contributions 
accompanied by your incredible words of 
encouragement. From all over the world you’ve 
reached out to give us an opportunity to participate in a 
worthy cause: saving the rainforest. 

Thanks to you we’re closer to our goal than we ever 
thought we could be in one month. We hope you can 
give us that one last spurt of encouragement and help 
us make 100% 

PrimatesPeru Wishlist 
These are not requests – just some fantastic dreams 

to dwell on in an ideal world 

 
Night vision binoculars 
Solar panel chargers 
A Toughbook 
Amazon’s Kindle 
An ice-machine 
A chocolate factory 
 

When you plan a project such as this, 
you always make too many purchases. 
To ensure the smooth functioning of 
our project Gideon and I are taking all 
our clothes in our hand-baggage and 
checking in four 50lb bags full of 
equipment. Our field assistants are 
helping to bring in more. It’s just as 
well this wishlist is just that – a dream!  
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The team, in no particular order. 
Emma Katharine Wallace 
Emma graduated from Cambridge University, England, in 2009 with a degree in 
Bio. Anthro., specialising in primatology. In 2008 she spent a month researching 
hand preference in mantled howler monkeys on Nicaragua’s Isla de Ometepe. 
She hopes to undertake a masters in Primatology and eventually to work with 
captive primates, focusing on improving behavioural enrichment. Emma is a 
keen singer so will almost certainly be heard singing around camp when she 
joins Primates Peru in January! 

Katharine Fountain 
Katharine graduated with a B.A. in Anthro. from Humboldt State 
University in California in 2008.  Focusing in primatology, she has been 
involved with several organizations that work towards conservation and 
education. More recently she collaborated with Costa Rican conservation 
biologists and teachers to create the non-profit "Semillas Del Futuro" 
which works with schools in rural areas.  Their main objective is to get 
Costa Rican children into the field to facilitate their understanding of 
biodiversity, conservation and reforestation. As an outdoor enthusiast, 
Katharine currently teaches children in the US how to rock climb, and 
looks forward to working with the Mini's team and living in the Peruvian 
Amazon for five months. 

Karina Klonoski 

Karina graduated from Bowdoin College in 
2009, where she majored in biology and minored in anthropology. She has 
studied conservation biology while at the University of Otago in New Zealand. 
At Bowdoin she has focused on evolutionary biology, conducting research on 
the genetics of human follicle mites. She also spent time at UCLA investigating 
the evolutionary adaptation of Pacific tree frog tadpoles to an invasive 
predator. Karina is interested in a career in biological research, specifically 
within the field of behavioral ecology. She is an avid hiker, runner and writer.  

Erin Kane 
Erin will be graduating from Washington University in St. Louis in 
December 2009 with a B.A. in anthropology and environmental studies. 
Erin is particularly interested in primate conservation and sustainable 
development, and figuring out a way to combine the two. She would like 
to complete a Ph.D in anthropology and end up doing primate 
conservation work somewhere in Central Africa. If Erin is not watching 
monkeys at the St. Louis Zoo or cleaning fossils, she is probably swing 
dancing. She spent the summer of 2008 in Kenya studying Swahili and 
volunteering on the Mombasa coast, and will be back in Kenya for the 
summer of 2009 working on a paleontology dig in West Turkana. She is 
excited to be joining Primates Peru in the field in January! 
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Inés Esperanza Nole Bazan 
Inés is a qualified veterinarian and a graduate of la Universidad de La 
Molina in Lima, Perú.  While she may not be able to join us in the field 
she is in many ways the only reason we are able to do our work in 
CICRA. We write on her behalf today while she is in the field and we can 
say that we are proud and very fortunate to have her support.  We also 
want to shout out to Señor Hugo Nole, Inés’s father, who has tirelessly 
ferried our permit documents to the offices of MINAG in Lima for the 
past few weeks. He’s a real trooper! 

Gideon Andrew Erkenswick 
Gideon is a native to Chicago, IL. He grew up in Evanston, and attended 
Willard Elementary School, Haven Middle School, and Evanston 
Township High School. In 2006, Gideon graduated from Grinnell 
College where he majored in sociology and captained the Men's Varsity 
Soccer team. Since then Gideon has worked in a variety of different 
capacities but always serves the communities in which he lives. His past 
occupations range from bilingual English-Spanish community builder to 
fund raiser for a handful of nonprofit organizations. Eventually he sees 
his life's work revolving around the nonprofit sector, but is in no rush to 
narrow down his options.  Gideon has extensive travel and camping 
experience, and is interested in further exploration and wildlife research. 
 

Mrinalini Watsa 

Mrinalini (Mini) is a graduate student in the Anthropology Department 
at Washington University in Saint Louis. She is an Indian citizen who 
moved to America to pursue an undergraduate course of study at 
Grinnell College in Iowa from which she earned her B.A. in biology. 
However, after interning at the Southwest National Primate Research 
Center as well as the Great Ape Trust of Iowa, she went on to acquire an 
M.A. in Physical Anthropology from Washington University in Saint 
Louis. Today, she is a doctoral candidate at the same institution and her 
research centers around primate genetics, behavior and reproduction. 

Rhea K. Mac 
Rhea graduated with a B.A. in biology from California State University 
Northridge. She is interested in pursuing her M.A. and PhD. in biological 
anthropology. She wants to study primate evolution on behavioural and genetic 
levels, and is getting more experience in the field before starting her graduate 
studies. She discovered her passion for primatology while in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon for a tropical ecology semester.  Rhea is very excited to discover a new 
part of the Amazon and work with PrimatesPeru. Her long-term goals include 
being a researcher and a professor. Along with biology, Rhea enjoys 
wakeboarding, exploring nature, spending time with her family and friends, and 
dancing to the music on her ipod. 
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PrimatesPeru Goes Green 
Voice recorders are going to be our primary method of data collection. Once the sound bites 
have been recorded we will transfer them onto our computers, decode the data using wave 

editors, and then record the data onto a digital spreadsheet. This way we stay paper 
free! 

Flights are one of the highest contributors to an individual’s carbon footprint. To counter 

this, many airlines have set up carbon-offset programs.  Our airline, Continental 

Airlines, does this through Sustainable Travel International that calculated that our itinerary 
was creating 1.2466 metric tones of CO2, which we have offset by supporting international 
reforestation programs.  

Power supply at the field site is minimal and everything runs on solar energy. 

However, a generator is run for 4 hours in the evenings to support the refrigerators and 
charging of other electronic equipment. Trying to do it all via solar energy is frightfully 
expensive so we have to regretfully admit that we won’t be taking solar panels with us. 
However, we are using only rechargeable batteries for all our equipment! 

Trash disposal is one of our biggest concerns. Peru doesn’t have major recycling 

programs as far as we know. In order to do the best we can we are avoiding bringing pre-
packaged materials in to Peru, preferring to consolidate and pack everything in ziplock bags. 
Once used, any paper or plastic trash we create we will repack in the same bags and bring 
back with us to a recycling program we trust. Someday, we hope to be part of the group that 
helps to create a reliable, non-landfill dependent system of trash processing in Peru.  For 
now, we’ll be reusing all we can and disposing of our trash responsibly. 


