
OCTOBER 1, 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

!1

Individual)
contribu/ons,)
8420.21,)8%)

Program<
related)Income,)
96552.65,)92%)

Adver/sing,)
199.92,)0%)

Letter from 
the President 

MRINALINI 
ERKENSWICK WATSA: 
THE YEAR IN REVIEW

ADDITIONS TO OUR 
TEAM

PROGRAM OVERVIEW FINANCIALS 

Students look on as an instructor demonstrates setting up a camera trap in Peru                      
June, 2014

FIELD PROJECTS INTERNATIONAL 
2013-2014 ANNUAL REPORT



OCTOBER 1, 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

Letter from the President 

Although Primates Peru first took shape in late 2009, it wasn’t 
until 2013 that we were officially recognized as a non-profit under 
section 501 (c)(3) by the IRS. We initially operated under our 
fiscal sponsor and current trusted partner, the Harris World 
Ecology Center in Saint Louis, Missouri. Tax-exempt status, 
however, has enabled us to grow in exciting and innovative ways. 

2013 brought many developments, with the institution of a Board 
of Directors, official recognition by the IRS, and a host of 
institutional changes that have strengthened our foundations and 
enabled us to bloom.  

We launched a brand new website, keeping to our ethos of clean, 
uncluttered and accurate information. Through this new site, we 
were able to accept applications for our programs and send out 
invoices in a manner that secured the identity of our participants. 

Our field courses program was launched in December, 2013, and 
was so successful that we added two further courses conducted in 
the summer of 2014.  

We also offered two scholarships, thereby launching our fledgeling 
scholarship program, which we have hopes of expanding in the 
future. 

Our Research Assistantship program grew to accommodate 20 
students, more than doubling numbers in 2012.  

Finally, at the tail end of the year, we launched the Master 
Research Database, and recruited five alumni to assist with 
populating it with the data collected in the past five years. We now 
have several research analysis projects running concurrently, with 
openings for students to expand their training opportunities with 
us to include data analysis and journal submissions. 

We have a great many things to be grateful for, including the 
incredible support we have received from our extended networks.  

Our upcoming year holds many promises, including that of a 
possible name-change, the addition of new field sites, and much 
more! 

Mrinalini Erkenswick Watsa 

President and Senior Research Scientist, Primates Peru 
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Our new field 
course program 

reached 21 students

Although our research 
focuses on primates, our 

field courses offer a 
diverse array of training 

opportunities in 
ornithology, herpetology, 
entomology, botany, and 

mammalogy.
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ADDITIONS TO OUR TEAM 

Timothy Paine 

Timothy Paine is a herpetologist/police officer (really!) who 
first met the Primates Peru team at CICRA in 2010. He was a 
visiting instructor on our field course in June, 2013. 

He has worked tirelessly to educate students of all ages in 
herpetology, trying to get them to overcome stereotypical 
feelings of fear for amphibians and reptiles. If anyone can do 
it, Tim can. have  

 

He has reared frogs in his home, and wandered some of the most amazing places on earth in search 
of rare amphibians.  

He is a board member of TreeWalkers International and his photographs have featured on  the cover 
of Herpetological Review multiple times in the past. 

You can explore his work at amphibios.org. 
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http://amphibios.org
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ADDITIONS TO OUR TEAM 

Ishaan Raghunandan 

Ishaan is an information science, engineering 
graduate turned photographer.  

While doing his post- graduate diploma in 
Professional Photography from Light and Life 
Academy , Ooty , India, he specialized in travel and 
wildlife photography.  

He currently works as a freelance photographer in 
India, pursuing his passion by traveling 
extensively, photographing wildlife and people. 

Ishaan hopes to work in the fields of conservation, 
animal – human conflict resolution, and social 
reform. He joined PrimatesPeru in the summer of 
2014 and is the principal reason we have finally got beautiful imagery of the work we do. In the 
process Ishaan was able to gain a solid understanding of ecology and learn valuable outdoor skills, 
while continuing in helping the cause of conservation. 
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EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR WEBSITE 

Google Analytics 

We monitored web traffic for 2014 using Google 
Analytics for a period of 9 months in our first fiscal 
year. New visitors remained greater than 350 for all 
months, peaking in February at >1000 visitors, 
indicating a steady growth in visitors to the site and 
a significant potential for expansion. the number of 
sessions they initiated overall also follows a similar 
pattern, and shows a characteristic slump during the 
summer months when the bulk of our team is in the 
field and out of contact with website users. 

Overall, our website was used by a total of 8,221 
users who spent an average of 3 minutes and 34 
seconds on their visit to the website.  
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Our visitors came from 122 
countries, with most visits 
from the United States, 
followed by Peru, the 
United Kingdom, Canada 
and India. 

76.61% of all sessions were 
conducted from desktop 
computers, 16.58% from 
mobile phones and 6.81% 
from tablet-like devices. 

Program Overview 
 

FIELD COURSES 

We conducted three field courses during the course of the 
year, each on Tropical Biology and Primatology. The courses 
were taught by instructors Watsa, Poirier and Erkenswick, 
with the assistance of Paine and visiting instructors Sean 
Williams (ornithology) and Timothy Perez (botany). We 
instructed a total of 21 students over the course of the year, 
who hailed from The United States, Canada, England, India 
and Peru.  

In the two summer courses, students conducted independent research projects on topics of their 
choice.In the course in May 2014, course highlights included views of one of the largest rainforest 
residents - a sunbathing anaconda. In July 2014, we were fortunate to observe the opposite end of the 
spectrum - the smallest snake! 

The field course progam accounted for $18,900 or 32% of 
PrimatesPeru’s spending on program-relate expenses in this 
fiscal year. 
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Independent 
projects conducted 
by students in 2013 

and 2014. 
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Program Overview 

FIELD RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP PROGRAM 

Our impact increased significantly this year, with a 122% increase in Research Assistants 
participating in our programs. 

Our Research Assistants hailed from the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom and India. Each 
of them applied for the program, providing a CV, a personal statement, and two reference letters. 
They also were screened via a phone/Skype interview. Together, they made all of our research 
programs a resounding success, and we provided training to students for 906 person-days.  

The wildlife handling program resulted in the successful health checks of 59 saddleback and emperor 
tamarins, within 13 groups, over ~7 weeks. We then followed the groups using radio telemetry to 
monitor group composition over ~ 4 months in the summer.  

We initiated a new research project on the balance between the use of olfaction, vision and taste in 
wild tamarins in conjunction with the Melin Molecular Laboratory at Washington University in Saint 
Louis.  

Some of the research assistants also assisted with a study on predator prey dynamics among saki 
monkeys and ocelots conducted by Dara Adams. 

This program accounted for $39,082 or 66.4% of all program-related expenses for this fiscal year. 
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Program Overview 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
We offered scholarships to Peruvian students to attend our field courses, eventually awarding two 
grants. Each scholarship provided a cost-free attendance to a course on Tropical Biology and 
Primatology, held at the Los Amigos Biological Field Station. 

Our Grants Committee reviewed several submitted applications, including an essay per student, to 
select the final candidates. 

JORGE CABALLERO ESPEJO, 
December 2013 recipient of the Chiky Scholarship 

Pictured training to become and expert at radio telemetry - the 
science of tracking an animal based on the signal emitted by 
the radio collar it is wearing. 

 

WALTER ESPINDOLA, 
July 2014 recipient of the Chiky Scholarship 

Pictured photographing the canopy from the top of one of the 
tallest trees in the rainforest. He was trained in the art of safe 
tree-climbing. 

We hope that we will be able to expand this program to offer multiple scholarships per course. We 
could not have achieved this level of success without the contribution and generosity of the Amazon 
Conservation Association and their Peruvian counterparts, La Asociación para la Conservación de la 
Cuenca Amazonica.  

This program accounted for $900 or 1.6% of all program-related expenses for this fiscal year. 

!9



OCTOBER 1, 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

THE TEAM 
DR. MRINALINI ERKENSWICK WATSA 

Senior Research Scientist 

GIDEON ERKENSWICK WATSA 
Senior Research Scientist 

ALICE POIRIER 
Field Manager and Instructor 

FRANCES HUMES 
Field Manager 

EFSTATHIA ROBAKIS 
Research Scientist 

TIMOTHY PAINE 
Instructor  

ISHAAN RAGHUNANDAN 
Staff Photographer 

SEAN WILLIAMS 
Visiting Instructor (Ornithology) 

TIMOTHY PEREZ 
Visiting Instructor (Botany) 
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BOARD of DIRECTORS 
DR. MRINALINI ERKENSWICK WATSA 

President 

GIDEON ERKENSWICK WATSA 
Treasurer 

ANJALI MALIK 
Secretary 

ROBIN COX 
Director 

DR. PATRICK OSBORNE 
Director 

TIMOTHY PAINE 
Director 

DR. JULIA MAKI 
Director and Grants Committee Chair 
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FINANCIALS 
Primates Peru had $105172.78 in revenue in the fiscal year spanning October 1, 2013 to September 
30, 2014. Of this, 8% came from individual contributions, 91.8 % from program-related revenue, and 
0.2% from advertisement related revenue from our website. A portion of this income, $10334.31, was 
reimbursed to participants who canceled their reservations in our programs. 

Primates Peru spent $71963.18 in this fiscal year: $150 (0.2%) in grants to collaborating researchers, 
$747 (1%) in liability insurance for directors and officers, $13467 (18.7%) in consulting fees, $343.8 
(0.48%) on communications from the field, $76.68 (0.1%) on online advertising of programs and 
services, $38,479.48 (53.5%) on food and lodging, $3044.16 (4.26%) on credit card fees, $6733.89 
(9.36%) on travel to field programs, $640 (0.9%) on legal fees to acquire tax-exempt status, $236.12 
(0.3%) on office expenses, $338.62 (0.5%) on web services and software licenses, and $7706.43 
(10.7%) on field supplies for our programs.  

Thus, our core costs were 2.8% of our expenses, consultant fees 18.7% of expenses, and the remaining 
going primarily towards program-related expenses. 

Primates Peru’s net income in this fiscal year was $21955.55. Combined with other assets ($842.44) 
and an opening balance of $77.3, Primates Peru had net assets of $22,797.99 on September 30, 2014. 

                2013-2014 Expenses by Program                            2013-2014 Income by Source
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