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Science education is fundamental to the future of this planet. Our mission is to engender a spirit 
of scientific enquiry in students and lifelong learners by bringing them to the most effective 
classroom in the world - a threatened ecosystem. Here they gain hands-on training while living 
within a hyperdiverse floral and faunal community. Upon completion of our programs, we offer 
participants support and assistance towards realizing future education and career options, 
including fulfilling their research interests. We are dedicated to providing these opportunities to 
an economically and socially diverse population of participants through our scholarship 
programs.



A b o u t  U s
We are a largely volunteer-run organization guided by 
professionals with experience in wildlife research, 
education, business, filmmaking and photography. Our 
team hails from four countries and as many continents. 
The strength of our organization lies in this diversity of 
leadership, just as we believe that the strength of our 
planet lies in the diversity of life that it can support. 

Since our formation in 2009, our programs have grown 
from being primarily focused on primate-research in the 
Peruvian Amazon to embracing opportunities in plant 
and wildlife ecology and conservation around the world.  
Our accomplished team of field-course faculty all 
conduct primary research in their areas of instruction, so 
course participants contribute directly to advancing 
critical wildlife research. 

Our philosophy is that absolutely anyone can be a 
scientist, conduct research and be an effective advocate 
for conservation. Thus, none of our programs are 
restricted to individuals with prior relevant experience. 
We are committed to embracing  a diversity of 
experience, thought and cultures in all of our programs. 



W h e r e  W e  W o r k

Los Amigos Biological Station, Peru Inkaterra Guides Field Station, Peru



 

PiroBiostation, Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica

FringeFord, Western Ghats, India

Sundarbans, Bangladesh



C o u r s e  O v e r v i e w
We provide certificate training courses in field research and conservation held at 
remote field stations around the world. Our training emphasizes learning by doing, 
and upon completion of a field course, each participant will possess fundamental 
skills in data and sample collection, study design, forest navigation, basic spatial 
data management, and species identification and monitoring. 

Courses are centered around one or two broad taxonomic groups of flora and 
fauna, including the primates, insects, reptiles and amphibians, birds, and plants. 
Each course is taught by a field scientist with years of expertise in these taxonomic 
groups. 

Courses are 2 or 3 weeks in duration, and the majority are offered from mid-
December to mid-January (Winter Session) and from late-May to mid-August 
(Summer Session). Outside of these times we sometimes offer courses that 
coincide with university fall and spring breaks. For large groups (10+ 
participants), we are able to arrange field courses on a rolling basis with 6-
months notice. 

Our certificate training courses are available to anyone who meets the following 
basic criteria: 

Must be a minimum of 18 years of age 

Must possess a valid passport 

Must possess valid medical insurance 

There are no citizenship requirements or prior training requirements to enroll in 
our courses. Enrollment maximums are kept small to facilitate effective teaching of 
diverse participant groups. 

https://fieldprojects.org/participate/courses-2/
https://fieldprojects.org/participate/courses-2/


You will benefit from a course with FPI if:
You are a student with an interest in gaining field experience prior to entering graduate 
school or employment in forestry, wildlife research, or conservation.
A wildlife enthusiast with an interest in ecological theory and research technique
An individual that simply enjoys nature and wants to try something new.

Prior to registering for any of our field programs you will receive information on health and 
medical concerns related to the areas of the world that you will be visiting. The safety of our 
instructors and course participants is our utmost priority, and we have emergency protocols 
in place for all field sites.

We  are  committed  to  providing  assistance  to  all  participants,  and  aid  for  our  courses  is 
available in two forms: 

   Scholarships: A minimum of 2 per course. 
   Crowdfunding: A free assistance program available to all students.

Current  course  offerings,  dates,  costs,  and  registration  are  all  available  online  at 
FIELDPROJECTS.ORG

If you have additional questions that are not answered online, please send an email of enquiry to 
info@fieldprojects.org.
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https://fieldprojects.org/
mailto:info@fieldprojects.org
https://fieldprojects.org/
mailto:info@fieldprojects.org


 

Intense About Insects: Tropical Entomology

Where: Peruvian Amazon    Duration: 2 and 3 Week Sessions    Credits: 3 

Description: 

Participants will receive advanced training in insect diversity, form, and function, as 
well as field techniques that facilitate entomological research and conservation in the 
tropics, covering groups ranging from butterflies to beetles, bees, and aquatic insects, 
among others. Participants will also be introduced to an astonishing array of terrestrial 
and  aquatic  habitats  that  shelter  higher  diversity  of  plant  and  animal  species  than 
anywhere else on the planet. Above all, participants learn by doing: we will spend most 
of our time studying actual insects in the field, from the tops of towering tropical trees 
to the bottom of oxbow lakes. Our field activities will  be supplemented by selected 
readings from the primary literature covering topics on theoretical and applied tropical 
biology and entomology, as well as conservation in the Andes and Amazon regions. 
Participants will also gain exposure to cutting-edge research in other tropical biology 
fields at one of the most active biological research stations in the Neotropics.
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Ecological Research and Conservation in Action

Where: Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica   Duration: 2 and 3 Week Sessions    Credits: 3 

Description: 

The  Osa  Peninsula,  termed  by  National  Geographic  Magazine  as  “the  most 
biologically  intense  place  on  earth,”  is  the  largest  and  among  the  last  pristine 
rainforests along Pacific Central America. It has approximately 700 species of trees 
inside  only  700  square  miles,  and  this  is  more  than  all  species  of  trees  from 
Northern  temperate  regions  combined.  It  is  an  ideal  location  to  learn  about 
fundamental methods in ecological field research and observe how conservation is 
carried  out  on  a  day-to-day  basis.   Over  long  timescales  evolution  generates 
diversity,  and an  important  component  of  conservation involves  identifying and 
preserving  mechanisms  that  maintain  this  diversity.  This  course  examines  the 
relationships of organisms to their environment, in order to understand the services 
rendered by the environment to the animals and plants within it. 
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From Primates to Predators: The Conservation of 
India’s Iconic Mammals


Where: FringeFord, India    Duration: 2 Week Sessions     Credits: 3  

Description: 

India has gained a reputation for hosting one of the most burgeoning human populations 
on the planet. Within it, however, live an incredible range of organisms, from endangered 
lion-tailed  macaques  (Macaca  silenus)  to  Bengal  tigers  (Panthera  tigris  tigris). 
Interactions between humans and wildlife in India are emblematic of human-wildlife 
conflicts that are on the rise the world over. How does India balance the conservation of 
wildlife with the happiness and safety of its people? This course begins by exploring the 
ecological  interdependencies  of  wildlife  within  the  rich  ecosystems  of  the  Western 
Ghats.  We  will  learn  to  observe  and  track  these  animals  in  the  wild,  mastering 
biodiversity monitoring techniques, while exploring the demands each mammal makes 
on their environment. Then, we will utilise primates as a classic example of animals that 
have mastered the ability to live among human populations, while contrasting them to 
other iconic large mammals who face distinctive difficulties in doing the same. Finally, 
we will  examine the  unique challenge India  faces  in  accommodating its  people  and 
wildlife in this small and yet incredibly fertile subcontinent.  
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Life Under the Leaves: Herpetology in the Field


Where: Peru, Puerto Rico  Duration: 2 Week Sessions     Credits: 3  

Description: 

Through both day and night hikes, participants will gain practical proficiency in the 
correct identification of reptiles and amphibians. They will learn and be expected to 
adhere to best practices in biosecurity and safety while examining herpetofauna in 
the field. Labs will highlight the conservation of local herpetofauna, alongside the 
study of natural history. Program modules are designed to focus on local species 
and  habitats,  but  can  be  easily  applied  towards  herpetological  conservation, 
research, and education anywhere in the world. A final conservation project as a 
team will cap each course. C
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From Amazon to Andes: The Birds of Peru

Where: Peru    Duration: 2 or 3 Week Sessions     Credits: 3  

Description: 

Bird surveys give us information on avian population dynamics and habitat quality 
to  assist  in  conservation decisions  to  reverse,  or  at  least  stem,  avian population 
declines. The Amazon rainforest, with over 10000 reported species,  hosts one of the 
world’s  richest  avian  communities.  Moving  west  from the  Amazon,  the  mighty 
Andes mountains and their cloud forests have yet another distinct avian community. 
This  course  will  take  place  at  sites  in  three  major  ecosystems:  the  Los  Amigos 
Biological Field Station in terra firme Amazonian forests, the Inkaterra Field Station 
in flood-plain forests, and finally the Wayqecha Biological Field Station, in cloud 
forest.  Course topics  include avian taxonomy,  evolution,  conservation spotlights, 
mist-netting, monitoring, and physiology. 
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Amazonian ABCs: Rainforest Ecology and Field Botany


Where: Peruvian Amazon    Duration: 2 Week Sessions     Credits: 3  

Description: 

This course provides an introduction to Amazonian forest ecology and conservation, 
with a taxonomic focus on plants and a geographic focus on the Madre de Dios basin 
in  southeastern  Peru.  The overarching theme is  the  high biodiversity  of  Amazon 
rainforests, the key factors and processes underlying its creation and maintenance, 
and the impact of anthropogenic disturbances - past, current and future - on these 
critically  important  forest  ecosystems.  Classroom-style  lectures  will  complement 
extensive field-based activities and interpretation, and individual and group projects. 
The  basics  of  tropical  plant  taxonomy  and  field  botany  skills  will  be  imparted 
through  hands-on  instruction  and  practice.  The  2-week  course  will  be  divided 
between two long-term research sites and field stations on the Madre de Dios and 
Tambopata Rivers that provide access to a variety of representative habitats.
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I n s t r u c t o r s

Dr.  Varun Swamy  is  a  tropical  forest  ecologist  with  over  14  years  of  experience  conducting 
ecological research in the lowland rainforests of the Madre de Dios River Basin in the Peruvian 
Amazon. A native of India, he spent 19 years in the United States, where he obtained a Bachelor’s 
degree in Environmental Studies from Connecticut College, and a Ph.D. from the Nicholas School 
of the Environment at Duke University, specializing in tropical forest ecology. His first visit to Peru 
and Madre de Dios was in 2003 to begin his doctoral dissertation research, and he has returned to 
Peru every year since. Dr. Swamy is currently a Research Fellow at the San Diego Zoo Institute for 
Conservation Research, and lives in the city of Puerto Maldonado in Peru. 

Dr.  Swamy’s  research  examines  the  long-term  influence  of  plant-animal  interactions  on  the 
composition, diversity and structure of the plant community in lowland Amazon forests, particularly 
the role of large native vertebrates such as spider monkeys, tapirs and white-lipped peccaries. The 
overall goal of his research is to provide a rigorous ecological evaluation of the long-term impacts 
of anthropogenic influences on the composition and structure of Amazonian forests,  which will 
benefit conservation, restoration and management efforts directed towards these ecosystems.

For a full list of instructors visit FIELDPROJECTS.ORG

https://fieldprojects.org/
https://fieldprojects.org/


 

I n s t r u c t o r s

Jennifer Stabile began her career in herpetological research with the Central Florida Zoo (CFZ) 
in their Department of Herpetology. During this time, she connected with inspiring mentors within 
and outside the zoo community, completing an internship at Medtoxin Venom Laboratories in 
Florida.  Developing a strong interest regarding amphibian conservation efforts, she worked as a 
research  assistant  at  the  Ashton  Biodiversity  Research  & Preservation  Institute,  focusing  her 
studies on declining amphibian populations. She began working with the iconic Coqui frogs of 
Puerto Rico (Eleutherodactylus spp.), which led to a long term partnership Proyecto Coqui and 
Dr.  Rafael  Joglar  (University  of  Puerto  Rico).  The mission of  this  collaboration has  been to 
preserve the coqui through the establishment of captive colonies, staff exchange opportunities, 
research,  education  and  outreach.    Having  spent  over  a  decade  working  for  AZA accredited 
zoological facilities, Jen has conceived and developed multiple dedicated amphibian buildings 
and labs to bring public awareness to the importance of amphibians in the ecosystem and the 
global decline of these populations. She has focused her research efforts on studying the presence 
and prevalence of amphibian diseases, such as the amphibian chytrid fungus (Batrachochytrium 
dendrobatidis) and Ranaviruses, with colleagues in Florida, New Mexico, and Texas. 

Jennifer Stabile is the editor of the conservation section of Herpetological Review and currently 
serves  as  president  of  the  International  Herpetological  Symposium  (IHS).  She  is  the  first 
female president of this organization in its 40-year history.

For a full list of instructors visit FIELDPROJECTS.ORG

http://medtoxin.com/
http://www.proyectocoqui.org/
https://ssarherps.org/publications/herpetological-review/
http://www.internationalherpetologicalsymposium.com/
http://medtoxin.com/
http://www.proyectocoqui.org/
https://ssarherps.org/publications/herpetological-review/
http://www.internationalherpetologicalsymposium.com/
https://fieldprojects.org/
https://fieldprojects.org/


  Our research team began working in the Madre de  Dios 
Department  of  southeastern  Peru  in  2009.  Our  research 
programs  are  currently  based  at  three  stations,  Estación 
Biológica  Río  Los  Amigos  (EBLA),  Inkaterra  Guides 
Field Station (IGFS), and Finca Las Piedras (FLP). Each 
of  these  stations  is  located  in  a  faunally  intact  area  of 
Amazonian  rainforest,  however  they  differ  in  levels  of 
disturbance caused by humans, proximity to human towns 
and  cities,  accessibility,  and  proportion  of  flood  plane 
versus terra firme forest types.

Our flagship research programs include:

Primate Mark-Recapture
Primate Communication
Community  Disease  Ecology:  Primates  and 
Avifauna
Primate Sensory Ecology
Biodiversity Monitoring via DNA barcoding

For  each  of  these  programs we offer  extended  in-depth 
research  training  opportunities  to  qualifying  candidates. 
The minimal amount of time commitment required to join 
each program varies from one to several months.  Some of 
these programs only take place at specific times of year, 
whereas others are offered on an ongoing basis.

For  up-to-date  program  details  and  to  learn  about  the 
application  process  visit  FIELDPROJECTS.ORG/
RESEARCH

R e s e a r c h  O v e r v i e w

EBLA

FLP

IGFS

https://fieldprojects.org/research/
https://fieldprojects.org/research/
https://fieldprojects.org/research/
https://fieldprojects.org/research/


 

Primate Mark-Recapture

Where: EBLA    Minimum Duration: 4 Weeks     Dates: June - July 

Description: 

This assistantship program targets  participants  with an interest  in  wildlife  handling, 
zoology, or veterinary science. Training occurs in the context of  an ongoing annual 
mark-recapture  program  on  tamarins  in  southeastern  Peru.  Each  participant  will 
individually handle upwards of 25 animals of two species of primate, while gaining 
valuable knowledge on the natural history of the 9 other primate species present at 
EBLA. The annual  mark-recapture  program  at this site is unique in that it  does not 
disturb habituation to the observer.   All capture events are conducted using a multi 
compartment trap into which the animals voluntarily enter – we do not coerce them in 
any  way  or  tranquilize  them using  darts.  Once  captured,  they  are  processed  using 
verified  protocols  and  released  within  a  few  hours  of  capture.    In  addition  to  the 
invaluable information gleaned on the health of this wild population of tamarins, we are 
also able to provide each individual with a temporary tag that will drop off within a 
couple of months. This facilitates the collection of detailed, individual-based behavioral 
data on primate communication, predation, reproduction and cooperative breeding.
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Primate Communication

Where: EBLA    Minimum Duration: 6 Weeks    Dates: June - August 

Description: 

This training program targets those with a strong interest in primatology or wildlife 
biology. It is based on a long-term study of tamarins at the EBLA. We work with 5 
groups  of  saddleback  (Leontocebus  weddelli)  and  emperor  (Saguinus  imperator) 
tamarins  that  are  habituated to  human observers.  Vocal  communication is  the  most 
plastic form of communication: it can express internal and external states, it can affect 
and  be  affected  by  social  behavior  and  environment,  and  it  can  be  deliberately 
manipulated  by  its  producer.  With  respect  to  tamarins,  the  function  of  vocal 
communication  in  reproduction,  dispersal,  and  the  location  of  mates  — which  are 
integral  to  the  maintenance  of  stable  populations  —  is  not  well  understood.  Our 
interests  lie  in  interspecific  variation  and  taxonomic  affinities  in  dispersal  and 
reproductive behavior.  Previous research on vocalizations in sympatric   tamarins has 
only focused on alarm calling behavior. In order to assess the effects of breeding status, 
age,  and sex on vocal  communication we are compiling a total  vocal  repertoire by 
recording vocalizations and their social contexts in both species. 
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Community Disease Ecology 

Where: EBLA, FPL, IGFS   Minimum Duration: 4 Weeks     Dates: Year-round 

Description: 

Studies show that changes in parasite communities can reflect changing in climate and 
disturbance, and in lieu of global warming and increasing conflict between humans and 
wildlife over natural resources, this type of study is fundamental to conserving local 
animal  populations.  Unlike  our  other  research programs where  we study aspects  of 
biology and ecology at the level of the animal and social group, here we take one large 
step  back to  examine the  entire  community.  At  EBLA, FPL,  and IGFS,  we collect 
noninvasive fecal samples from wild primates and small blood samples from the local 
avian  communities.  With  these  different  sample  types  we  are  looking  for 
gastrointestinal  parasites and hemoparasites.  Our goals  are to elucidate parasite-host 
relationships within and between species. We are also interested in observing changes in 
the  parasite  community  overtime,  utilizing  common  metrics  of  parasitism  such  as 
prevalence, intensity, and richness. To do this, we must first establish baseline levels for 
these metrics, and then routinely sample year after year.
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